Serum samples belonging to three outbreaks in Argentina (47 patients) taken at different times post-ingestion were analysed employing IIF and ELISA simultaneously. Results show that: a) the number of patients diagnosed by a unique technique, especially by ELISA (31 patients), was lower than the one obtained by the simultaneous use of both assays (38 patients); b) four patients out of the seven diagnosed by a unique technique were negative by the other assay over the period of time evaluated. Therefore, It can be concluded that the use of a sole immunoserological technique can not only lead to the delay in the detection but also to the misdiagnosis of this parasitic Infection.
and ELISA (Ljungstrom, 1983; Gamble, 1983; Chapa-Ruiz, 1990 ). However, the possibility that serology detects the early phase of infection, time at which an antiparasite treatment would be most effective, is not always possible due in part to inherent characteristics of the techniques employed. Taking this into account, the aim of this work was to assess the possibility of achieving an early diagnosis of the infection employing two techniques simultaneously which use different antigens (Ags). 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Serum samples were also analyzed by indirect ELISA.
Briefly, flat-bottomed PolySorp polyvinyl microtiter plates (Nunc) were coated with 50 µl/well of ML excretory-secretory products (ML-ESP), obtained as previously described (Gamble, 1983) , at a concentration of 5 µg/ml in carbonate buffer pH 9-6 during one hour at 37° C and overnight at 4° C. After coating, and between each step, plates were washed three times with PBS-T. Plates were then blocked using 3 % nonfat dry milk in PBS for one hour at 37° C. Serum These results are shown in Table I . Recognition of Trichinella spiralis muscle larvae antigens by sera from humans infected with this parasite and its potential use in diagnosis. Bulletin de la Societé Française de Parasitologie, 1990, 8, 951-954 . 
